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Prejudices and Antipathies



Without knowing the force of words,
it 1is impossible to know men.

— Confucian proverb



You with the intentness of your studies
And the elation of your knowledge
Can make the experience of struggle
The property of all.

And transform justice

Inta a passion.

—Bertolt Brecht



It is high time 1o tackle the subject
headings.

—Sidney L. Jackson
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Henry Davidoff offers the Confucian proverb on page 472 of his World
Treasury of Proverbs (London: Cassell, n.d.). Brecht’s verse-epigraph derives
from a longer poem, “Worker-Actors on the Art of Observation,” one of a set
of seven originally titled Gedichte aus dem Messingkauf. This rendering by John
Berger and Anya Bostock, excerpted from their 1961 translated selection,
Poems on the Theatre (Lowestoft, Suffolk: Scorpion Press, reprint, 1963), ap-
peared in The Spokesman, no. 4 (June 1970), p. 19-21. The Brechtian ad-
monition, while addressed to *““actors,” may equally well be directed to anyone
who works with the stuff of human experience. Sidney L. Jackson’s remark
concluded his review of Requirements Study for Future Catalogs (Chicago:
University of Chicago Graduate Library School, 1968) in the Oct. 1, 1968,
Library Journal (v. 93, no. 17), p. 3526. This book was originally published in
1971 by Scarecrow Press, Inc., of Metuchen, N.J.
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Again for Samuel and Dorothy Berman,
who made this opus possible
in more ways than one
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